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§ 772.9 Traffic noise prediction. 

(a) Any analysis required by this sub-
part must use the FHWA Traffic Noise 
Model (TNM), which is described in 
‘‘FHWA Traffic Noise Model’’ Report 
No. FHWA–PD–96–010, including Revi-
sion No. 1, dated April 14, 2004, or any 
other model determined by the FHWA 
to be consistent with the methodology 
of the FHWA TNM. These publications 
are incorporated by reference in ac-
cordance with section 552(a) of title 5, 
U.S.C. and part 51 of title 1, CFR, and 
are on file at the National Archives 
and Record Administration (NARA). 
For information on the availability of 
this material at NARA, call (202) 741– 
6030 or go to http://www.archives.gov/ 
federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. These documents 
are available for copying and inspec-
tion at the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., 
Washington, DC 20590, as provided in 
part 7 of title 49, CFR. These docu-
ments are also available on the 
FHWA’s Traffic Noise Model Web site 
at the following URL: http:// 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/noise/ 
index.htm. 

(b) Average pavement type shall be 
used in the FHWA TNM for future 
noise level prediction unless a highway 
agency substantiates the use of a dif-
ferent pavement type for approval by 
the FHWA. 

(c) Noise contour lines may be used 
for project alternative screening or for 
land use planning to comply with 
§ 772.17 of this part, but shall not be 
used for determining highway traffic 
noise impacts. 

(d) In predicting noise levels and as-
sessing noise impacts, traffic charac-
teristics that would yield the worst 
traffic noise impact for the design year 
shall be used. 

§ 772.11 Analysis of traffic noise im-
pacts. 

(a) The highway agency shall deter-
mine and analyze expected traffic noise 
impacts. 

(1) For projects on new alignments, 
determine traffic noise impacts by field 
measurements. 

(2) For projects on existing align-
ments, predict existing and design year 
traffic noise impacts. 

(b) In determining traffic noise im-
pacts, a highway agency shall give pri-
mary consideration to exterior areas 
where frequent human use occurs. 

(c) A traffic noise analysis shall be 
completed for: 

(1) Each alternative under detailed 
study; 

(2) Each Activity Category of the 
NAC listed in Table 1 that is present in 
the study area; 

(i) Activity Category A. This activity 
category includes the exterior impact 
criteria for lands on which serenity and 
quiet are of extraordinary significance 
and serve an important public need, 
and where the preservation of those 
qualities is essential for the area to 
continue to serve its intended purpose. 
Highway agencies shall submit jus-
tifications to the FHWA on a case-by- 
case basis for approval of an Activity 
Category A designation. 

(ii) Activity Category B. This activity 
category includes the exterior impact 
criteria for single-family and multi-
family residences. 

(iii) Activity Category C. This activity 
category includes the exterior impact 
criteria for a variety of land use facili-
ties. Each highway agency shall adopt 
a standard practice for analyzing these 
land use facilities that is consistent 
and uniformly applied statewide. 

(iv) Activity Category D. This activity 
category includes the interior impact 
criteria for certain land use facilities 
listed in Activity Category C that may 
have interior uses. A highway agency 
shall conduct an indoor analysis after a 
determination is made that exterior 
abatement measures will not be fea-
sible and reasonable. An indoor anal-
ysis shall only be done after exhausting 
all outdoor analysis options. In situa-
tions where no exterior activities are 
to be affected by the traffic noise, or 
where the exterior activities are far 
from or physically shielded from the 
roadway in a manner that prevents an 
impact on exterior activities, the high-
way agency shall use Activity Cat-
egory D as the basis of determining 
noise impacts. Each highway agency 
shall adopt a standard practice for ana-
lyzing these land use facilities that is 
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